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The Legislative Council having met pursuant to summons, His Excellency Governor Clarke took the Chair 

Present 

The Honble The Commandant 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

G. Leake Esquire 

W.H. Mackie Esquire 

F.C. Singleton Esquire 

His Excellency administered the oaths of Office to the Members of the Council 

Prayers 

HIS EXCELLENCY addressed the Council as follows: — 

Gentlemen of the Legislative Council 

This being the first occasion of my having the honor of meeting you as a Council, I must be permitted 

to express my gratification on being associated with you, who, from your long residence in this Colony, 

witnessing its progress from day to day, from its very foundation — the property you posses in it — and 

various other reasons — are so well qualified to advise and assist me in conducting the affairs of the 

Local Government. 

Western Australia, from its geographical position, its fine climate, and its many other natural 

advantages, is, I hope, destined to become, and that perhaps at no distant period, one of the most 

valuable possessions of the Crown of Great Britain.  May we be enabled collectively and individually to 

contribute in some small degree to its prosperity and happiness. 

I have directed the Queen’s Commission constituting me Governor and Commander in Chief and Vice 

Admiral of this territory, to be laid upon the table.  This document shall be read if it be the pleasure of 

the Council. 

I deem it expedient to lay upon the table a despatch of the Secretary of State, addressed to my 

predecessor enclosing copies or extracts of correspondence relative to the original constitution of the 

Legislature of New Zealand, ordered by the House of Commons to be printed.  The subject of this 

correspondence is on the right of the Colonial Legislature to impose taxes and duties on the inhabitants 
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of New Zealand.  The Attorney & Solicitor Generals, and Sir Thomas Wilde, as the three legal advisers 

of the Crown give it as their joint opinion that the Colonial Legislature has the right.  The natural 

inference is that all similarly constituted Councils are possessed of the same authority.  The case 

submitted to Mr Burge, his opinion, and the authoritative contradiction of the three learned gentlemen 

before mentioned will be found in the correspondence. 

I beg to refer you to another despatch of my Lord Stanley’s which you will perceive requires your 

immediate attention.  Indeed had it not been for this, I should not have requested your presence so early 

in the season: it would have been more convenient for the Council to have assembled when the financial 

statement could have been submitted in a more perfect form than I can now pretend to have done. 

The despatch to which I allude is No 20 of the 12 Sept. 1845.  It informs me that the Act 8 Vict No 5 

entitled an Act to repeal the duties on certain goods, and to impose others in lieu thereof, is disallowed; 

as also the Act 7 Vict No 1 entitled an Act to impose certain duties on imported spirituous liquors, 

wines and Tobacco; and that such disallowance shall take effect at the expiration of three calendar 

months after its receipt. 

In this interval I am instructed to propose to the Legislative Council the enactment of an Ordinance to 

impose duties of import, to be calculated & fixed according to the principles explained and pointed out 

in an accompanying communication from the Treasury and the Board of Trade. 

The Despatch was received here on the 27th of January and consequently the disallowance of the 

Ordinances will take effect from the 26 of the present month. 

A Bill has been framed imposing import duties in strict conformity to the instructions received.  I 

propose that this Bill should be read pro forma at this sitting of the Council, leaving the discussion to 

the next meeting, when all the necessary documents shall be laid before you. 

In the meantime I may state, in round numbers, that the revenue raised and expended for the past year 

amounts to about £7,400.  It is not my intention to bring forward any new item of taxation.  The only 

alteration I propose is in the article of tobacco, rating it at 1/- plb, with the exception of snuff and cigars, 

which will be charged 2/6. 

It is hoped that by changing the duties on all imported goods on the Colonial value, upon which point I 

shall be glad to have the advice of the Council, a sufficient sum will be raised not only to make up for 

the loss of the differential duties, but to provide for a few fresh items which I shall submit for your 

consideration in the estimates of expenditure.  I shall enumerate them: 

Two hundred pounds p annum for salary for a Pilot, boat, & boats crew.  This is a small sum for the 

purpose, but I hope to make it suffice.  It is worth the experiment, for I am satisfied the heavy harbor 

and pilot dues exacted from Masters of Vessels must have deterred many from entering your ports. 

Roads and Bridges: A similar sum of £200 is placed on the estimates for this purpose.  If there were 

funds, two thousand pounds would not be too much to devote to this object.  Nothing tends more to the 

prosperity, or even common comfort of any Country, than facility of intercourse afforded by good 

roads.  We have not much to boast of in this respect. 

Another item is to provide for the paying off of one hundred pounds of Church Debentures, and one 

hundred and fifty five Pounds interest on church and Jetty Debentures. 

There is a further sum of one hundred pounds in part payment of a debt of £900 due to the treasury. 
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I have estimated for a sum of one hundred and fifty Pounds for repairs to Government House.  This 

needs some explanation, though I believe the state of this Building is well known to you and most 

persons in the Colony.  On my arrival I found the Government House in a sad state of dilapidation the 

ceilings of many of the rooms being down, and the walls shewing evident marks of the wet and damp 

having penetrated the roof in every direction; in short the residence was untenantable.  Having caused it 

to be inspected and surveyed, I brought the subject to the notice of the Executive Council, under whose 

advice certain repairs have been made, and are making, which will render it at least habitable.  With the 

exception of continual repairs to the roof, which from its faulty construction, has been, and must 

continue to be, a constant source of expense, no repairs of any consequence have been effected on the 

building for more than six years.  Such wood work as is exposed to the weather is perishing for want of 

paint.  The stables are falling down, but it is not proposed to do any thing to them for the present. 

The schools of the Colony have been placed upon a somewhat different footing, by a fresh distribution 

of the funds voted for their support.  The object is to have one school in each town or principal place; to 

the more considerable such as Perth and Fremantle, a specific sum is devoted, whilst in the smaller 

locations the stipend of the teacher will depend upon the number of scholars collected. — These schools 

will be open to all, without distinction of sects or circumstances.  For the School at Perth, the services 

of a very efficient gentleman a graduate of an English university have been secured.  The stipend is 

necessarily small, but I make no doubt that parents who are anxious for their children receiving a liberal 

education, and whose circumstances will admit of their doing so, will be happy to contribute towards 

the maintenance of the Master.  With regard to the native schools, it has been deemed advisable to 

remove the children from the Upper Swan to Fremantle; this has been done with the full concurrence of 

the parents. 

I lay before you the last reports from the Protector of Aborigines on which there is nothing particular to 

offer. 

I am happy to be able to state, from personal observation, that the native penal establishment at Rottnest 

appears to have fully realised the object for which it was instituted.  The Superintendent Mr. Vincent, 

merits commendation for his zeal and exertion in his care of the prisoners, and the erection of spacious 

and commodious buildings; and as to agriculture, three stacks of corn, besides a large supply of flour 

ground on the island, are sufficient proof that he and those under his superintendence have not been 

idle. 

I shall be glad when I am able to station a moral agent on Rottnest, to endeavor to impart to its 

temporary occupants the blessings of Christianity. 

You will expect me to say something on the survey Department.  The number of acres surveyed during 

the year 1845 amounted to 158,652 leaving nearly 200,000 acres of located land still remaining to be 

marked out.  There are five surveyors employed in surveying lands, roads & marking out towns.  It 

appears that from the want of adequate funds, but one surveyor paid from the Colonial fund, was 

employed in the field during the last year. 

With regard to the Bills to be laid upon the table, there is one, to which I desire to make some allusion.  

It is one to continue for a limited time the Ordinance to regulate the temporary occupation of Crown 

Lands in the Colony of Western Australia.  As this is a subject which is under the consideration of the 
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Imperial Parliament, and a measure in which extensive alterations are to be made, I prefer merely to 

renew this Act until we ascertain how the measure is dealt with at home. 

I shall not trespass further upon you just now, nor do I think it probable I shall require much of your 

time during this session.  The only measures I intend bringing forward, and which with the exception of 

the first, will be read at the next meeting of Council, are — 

1st A Bill to repeal certain Acts imposing duties on goods imported into Western Australia, and 

to impose other duties in lieu thereof. 

2nd A Bill to continue for a limited time the Ordinance to regulate the temporary occupation of 

Crown lands in the Colony of Western Australia. 

3rd A Bill for the remission of duties on Wines for the consumption of Military messes. 

4th A Bill to amend an Act for the Regulation of Pilotage & shipping in the harbors of Western 

Australia. 

I have directed the following despatches to be laid on the table for your information: — 

No. 15 of July 4, confirming the Ordinances No 8, & 9, providing for the alignment of streets, 

and the adjustment of divisional boundaries of allotments in towns. 

 No 16 August 12, confirming the Ordinance No 3 for the appropriation of the Revenue and No 

18 August 22nd, disallowing the Ordinance No 7 of 1844 entitled an Act to authorise a demand 

of payment for licenses to keep private Warehouses for the securing of goods subject to duty. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. Lord Stanley’s despatch No 20 of 12 Sept 1845 disallowing the Ordinances 7 Vict. No 1 & 8 Vict. No 5 

imposing certain duties on goods, and directing another ordinance to be prepared according to 

certain principles therein pointed out, was read — 

2. A Bill to repeal certain Acts imposing duties on goods imported into Western Australia and to impose 

other duties in lieu thereof was read the first time, and ordered to be read the second time on 

Thursday next the 9th Instant. 

3. Lord Stanley’s despatch of 14 August 1845 and its enclosures were read, relative to the right of the 

Colonial Legislature of New Zealand to impose taxes on the Inhabitants. 

4. HIS EXCELLENCY gave notice that he should, at the next meeting, move the first reading of the 

following Bills, which were laid on the table: — 

 1. A Bill to continue for a limited time the Ordinance to regulate the temporary 

occupation of Crown Lands in the Colony of Western Australia. 

 2. A Bill for the remission of duties on Wines for the consumption of Military messes. 

 3. A Bill to amend an Act for the Regulation of Pilotage & Shipping in the harbors of 

Western Australia. 

The Council then adjourned until Thursday the 9th Instant. 

____________________ 
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The Legislative Council having met pursuant to adjournment, His Excellency The Governor took the Chair. 

Present 

The Honble The Commandant 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

G. Leake Esquire 

W.H. Mackie Esquire 

F.C. Singleton Esquire 

Prayers 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The Order of the Day having been read: 

 Mr LEAKE gave notice of his intention to put the following Question at the next meeting of Council, 

Whether it is the intention of the Executive Government to institute a periodical 

communication with Singapore or Batavia for the transmission of Mails to and from England. 

2. Mr LEAKE gave notice of his intention to put the following question at the next Meeting of Council — 

Whether it is the intention of the Local Government to authorise the sale of small sections of 

land at the minimum price of 20/- per acre. 

3. Mr SINGLETON gave notice of his intention to move at the next Meeting of Council — For a Return 

of Crown Lands sold within the last twelve months, ending 31 Oct 1845 — distinguishing the 

modes of payment — whether in remission Certificates or otherwise — as also separating 

Town allotments from Country Lands. 

4. A Bill to repeal certain Acts imposing Duties on Goods imported into Western Australia and to impose 

other duties in lieu thereof was read the second time; some amendments having been proposed 

the Council resolved itself into Committee. 
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In Committee 

 Mr MACKIE proposed an Amendment — That in the first section, 13th line there be introduced after 

the word — “as” — the following words, viz 

 “Any prior Acts, or parts of prior Acts, are thereby respectively repealed, and except so far as” 

 Which was seconded by the Honble The Advocate General and carried. 

 Mr MACKIE moved an Amendment.  That in the second Section, 2nd line in lieu of the words — “the 

Act” there be introduced “any Ordinance or Ordinances for the time being in force” — 

 Which was seconded by the Honble The Advocate General & carried. 

 The HONBLE THE ADVOCATE GENERAL proposed an Amendment — That at the end of the second 

section the following words should be added — 

“Provided always nevertheless that the said duties shall be charged upon the value of the 

articles at the place of importation, which value shall for the purposes of this present 

Ordinance be deemed and taken to be the invoice price of the said articles with the addition of 

Twenty per cent thereon” — 

 which was seconded by Mr Leake and carried, the Honble The Surveyor General only voting in the 

negative. 

 Mr LEAKE proposed an Amendment — To add to the list of Goods exempt from Duty 

 “All staves and Hoops for Casks” — 

 which was seconded by Mr Singleton and carried. 

 Mr MACKIE proposed an Amendment — “That all Trees and Rooted Plants” be added “to the list of 

Articles exempted from duty in the Schedule” 

 Which was seconded by Mr Leake and carried. 

 The Bill was then ordered to be read a third time on Thursday next the 16 Inst. 

5. A Bill to continue for a limited time the Ordinance to regulate the temporary occupation of Crown 

Lands in the Colony of Western Australia was read the first time and ordered to be read the 

second time on Thursday the 16 Instant. 

6. A Bill for the remission of duties on Wines for the consumption of Military Messes was read the first 

time and ordered to be read the second time on Thursday the 16 Inst. 

7. A Bill to amend an Act for the Regulation of the Pilotage & Shipping in the Harbors of Western 

Australia was read the first time and ordered to be read the second time on Thursday next the 

16 Inst. 

The Council adjourned until Thursday next the 16 Instant at 11 O’clock. 

____________________ 
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The Legislative Council having met pursuant to adjournment His Excellency The Governor took the chair. 

Present 

The Honble The Commandant 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

G. Leake Esquire 

W.H. Mackie Esquire 

F.C. Singleton Esquire 

Prayers 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The Order of the day having been read: Mr LEAKE according to notice proposed the following 

question “Whether it is the intention of the Executive Government to institute a periodical 

communication with Singapore or Batavia for the transmission of mails to and from England.” 

 The GOVERNOR stated that he was fully impressed with the importance of improving the means of 

communication with England, but that he had made enquiry and found that a sum of £250 

would be required to keep up the communication by way of Singapore three times a year, for 

which there were no funds at his disposal.  His Excellency would however be happy to receive 

any suggestions from Honble Members upon the subject. 

2. The Order of the day having been read for Mr LEAKE to put the question “Whether it is the intention 

of the Local Government to authorise the sale of small sections of land at the minimum price 

of 20/- per acre. 

 Mr LEAKE rose and presented a Petition which he had been entrusted with on the same subject, signed 

by a considerable number of persons, and which he moved should be read; and the Petition 

was read and received and ordered to be laid on the table. 

 Mr LEAKE then put the question as above 
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 HIS EXCELLENCY in reply stated that he had no objections to dispose of land in any way not contrary 

to the Imperial Act; but that every application must stand upon its own merits. 

3. The Order of the day having been read, Mr SINGLETON moved for a Return of Crown Lands sold 

within the last twelve months, distinguishing the modes of payment, whether in remission 

certificates or otherwise, also separating Town allotments from Country Lands: 

 and the Return was accordingly laid upon the table. 

4. Mr SINGLETON then gave notice that at the next Meeting of Council he would bring before the 

Council the subject of the return of the sales of Crown Land and more resolutions declaring the 

unaltered opinion of the Council concerning the exorbitant price of Crown Lands demanded by 

the Home Government. 

5. A Bill to repeal certain Acts imposing duties on goods imported into Western Australia, and to impose 

other duties in lieu thereof was read the third time and passed. 

6. The Order of the day having been read for the second Reading of a Bill to continue for a limited the 

time the Ordinance to regulate the temporary occupation of Crown Lands in the Colony of 

Western Australia: and an amendment having been proposed the Council resolved itself into 

Committee. 

In Committee 

 Mr SINGLETON moved an Amendment, that in the last line of the 1 Sectn The words “three years” be 

altered to “one year” which was seconded by Mr Leake; and the question having been put it 

was carried in the negative. 

7. The Order of the day having been read for the second reading of a Bill for the remission of Duties on 

Wines for the consumption of Military Messes; and some amendments having been proposed 

the Council resolved itself into Committee. 

In Committee 

 Mr ROE moved the following amendments, that in the 5 line 1 Sectn after the word Colony there be 

introduced the following words “or purchased in Bond”, that in the same line the word “the” 

before Officers be struck out, and “any Regimental” be inserted instead, and that at the end of 

the clause the following words be added, Provided that such wines be for the actual 

consumption of the said Officers, whether living in Mess or otherwise, and provided also that 

the quantity of wine upon which a remission of duty shall be allowed do not exceed in the 

whole the quantity of one pint per diem for each Officer”, which was seconded by Mr 

Singleton & carried. 

 The Title of the Bill was then altered to “a Bill for the remission of Duties on Wines for the 

consumption of Regimental Officers serving in Western Australia”; and it was ordered to be 

read a third time on Thursday next the 23 Inst. 

8. The Order of the day having been read for the second reading of a Bill to amend an Act for the 

regulation of Pilotage and Shipping in the harbours of Western Australia; and some 

amendments having been proposed the Council resolved itself into Committee. 
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In Committee 

 The HONBLE THE ADVOCATE GENERAL proposed the following amendment, that after the word 

Colony in the third line from the end of the 1 Sectn The following words be introduced “no 

Pilotage fees or harbor dues shall be appointed to be paid” and that the remaining words be 

struck out, which was seconded by Mr Mackie and carried. 

 The HONBLE THE ADVOCATE GENERAL proposed the following amendment that in the 4 line from 

the end of the 2nd Sectn The words “retained until the said ship or vessel shall be ready to 

proceed to Sea” be struck out, and these words be introduced instead “delivered back to the 

Depositor or his Agent, together with the Port clearance”; which was seconded by Mr Mackie 

and carried. 

 Mr MACKIE proposed an amendment in the 3 section, that after the word Vessel there be introduced 

the words “nor any surety who shall have entered into a bond jointly with such Master or 

Commander” which was seconded by the Honble The Advocate General and carried. 

 The HONBLE THE ADVOCATE GENERAL proposed an amendment that the following be introduced 

as the 4 Sectn 

And be it enacted that all Pilots employed after the passing of this Ordinance shall be subject 

to the same fines & forfeitures for misconduct as any hired Pilots, mentioned in the Ordinance 

aforesaid, which was seconded by Mr Mackie and carried. 

 The Bill was then ordered to be read the third time on Thursday next the 23 Inst. 

The Council adjourned until Thursday the 23 Inst at 12 O’clock. 

      W. Cowan 

      CC 

____________________ 
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The Legislative Council having met pursuant to adjournment His Excellency The Governor took the Chair — 

Present 

The Honble The Commandant 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

G. Leake Esquire 

W.H. Mackie Esquire 

F.C. Singleton Esquire 

Prayers 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR addressed the Council as follows 

Honorable Gentlemen 

Before proceeding to the Order of the day I have to submit to you the Estimates of Revenue and 

Expenditure for the year 1847/48 

I trust you will find the documents so full, and drawn up so much in detail, as to obviate the necessity of 

my entering much into explanation; should you however require any further information I shall be 

happy to afford it. 

 The amount estimated to be raised by the Ordinance 1845/46 

was   £6950.12.6 

whereas the receipts / including a balance in hand on the 1 April 1845 

were £7866.  6.  8 

The expenditure for the same period was    7531.  8.  9 

Leaving a balance in hand for the current year of   £  334.17.11 

It will be requisite that you should pass a special vote for £800.16.3 being the balance of overdrafts 

beyond the Ordinance of the year ending 31 March 1846. 

The cause of these Overdrafts will be fully explained in the statements — The Revenue proposed to be 

raised for the year 1847/48 is   £7670.  -.  - 

The Expenditure for the same period is estimated at     7610. 10. - 
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The principal alteration between the Ordinance of last year, and that proposed for the current year I 

have mentioned on a former occasion; but I shall repeat them 

Pilotage £200, Roads & Bridges £200, Church & Petty Debentures £255, Debt to the Treasury £100, 

Repairs to Government House £150, Issues to Natives £100.  The total increase of the present 

Ordinance above the actual Expenditure of last year will however amount only to £79.1.3. 

For the reason above stated and owing to my having secured the printed documents only an hour before 

this meeting I shall not enter further into explanation. 

 The Estimates were then ordered to be taken into consideration on Thursday the 30 Inst.  

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The Order of the day having been read: Mr Singleton gave notice of his intention to move at the next 

meeting for a return of the amount of remission certificates still outstanding. 

2. Mr SINGLETON then brought forward the following resolution relative to land of which he had given 

notice; but the discussion was postponed until this day fortnight. 

 1. That the experience of another year has only more fully confirmed that Council in its 

often expressed opinion of the injurious effect which the high minimum price of 

Crown Lands has had upon this Colony. 

 2. That the present system of licensing the temporary occupation of Crown Lands 

without granting the right of preferable renewal or preemption is calculated to prevent 

persons from entering upon such occupations, and it is strongly recommended to the 

Home Government that a modification of the system should be granted to that effect. 

3. A Bill to continue for a limited period the Ordinance to regulate the temporary occupation of Crown 

Lands in the Colony of Western Australia; was read the third time and passed; Mr Leake only 

voting in the negative. 

4. A Bill for the Remission of duties on Wines for the consumption of Regimental Officers serving in 

Western Australia was read the third time and passed. 

5. A Bill to amend an Act for the Regulation of the Pilotage and Shipping in the harbors of Western 

Australia was read the third time and passed. 

The Council adjourned until Thursday next the 30 Instant. 

____________________ 
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The Legislative Council having met pursuant to adjournment His Excellency The Governor took the Chair. 

Present 

The Honble The Commandant 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

G. Leake Esquire 

W.H. Mackie Esquire 

F.C. Singleton Esquire 

Prayers 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. HIS EXCELLENCY laid on the table a communication from the Secretary of the York Agricultural 

Society requesting that an exception from the present rate of duty might be made in favor of 

leaf tobacco for sheep washing — also a communication from Mr Samuel Moore praying that 

a quantity of inferior Tobacco which he had ordered from the Mauritius solely for the use of 

sheep washing should not be subjected to the duty of 1/- per lb imposed by the Ordinance 

lately passed: 

 HIS EXCELLENCY and the Council considered that these applications should have been made before 

the Ordinance passed into law: and that with regard to Mr Samuel Moore no relief could be 

afforded as a precedent would thereby be established in all similar cases. 

2. A Return was laid upon the table of Remission certificates still outstanding, made up to the 31 March 

1846 amounting to £5171.18.4. 

3. Mr LEAKE moved for a Return of all Lands sold for cash since the 1 Jany 1842 / including suburban / 

with the date, area, price and purchase of each, which was agreed to. 

4. The Order of the day for the Second Reading of the Ordinance for the appropriation of the Revenue 

having been read, an amendment was proposed and the Council resolved itself into Committee. 
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In Committee 

 Mr LEAKE proposed in the Estimates of Revenue to increase the sum estimated to be received on 

Goods ad valorem from £1000, to £1200; which was agreed to. 

 Mr SINGLETON proposed that as in consequence of the establishment of a Court of Quarter Sessions 

at Albany a large saving had been made in the Judicial Department, the benefit of this saving 

should be applied to increase the salary of the Chairman of the Court of Quarter Sessions at 

Perth, who was very inadequately paid, and also to increase the salary of the Chairman of the 

Court of Quarter Sessions at Albany, upon whom additional duties had been imposed without 

any remuneration, he should therefore propose 

 An increase of £50 per annum to the salary of the Chairman of the Court of Quarter Sessions 

Perth. 

 Mr H MACKIE Esq in acknowledging the compliment which had been paid to him by his honble friend, 

stated that he had been taken by surprise by the motion & begged the Council not to entertain 

it.  He should positively decline any increase to his salary until the salaries of those Officers, 

which it had been found necessary to reduce, should be returned to their original amount — 

 Mr SINGLETON then proposed an increase of £25 to the salary of the Chairman of Quarter Sessions at 

Albany. 

 The HONBLE THE COLONIAL SECRETARY observed that from advices received from the Chairman 

at Albany; the plan of establishing a Court there was not likely to be successful, and therefore 

any increase of salary on account of his duties would be unnecessary — and the amendment 

not having been seconded, the question was not put. 

 The following amendment was proposed by the HONBLE THE COLONIAL SECRETARY 

 That a sum of £52 be appropriated for a salary to the Pilot at Albany, which was seconded by 

the Honble The Advocate General and carried. 

 The HONBLE THE COLONIAL SECRETARY proposed that the salary of the Postmaster at Albany 

should be raised to its original amount of £15 which was seconded by the Honble The Advocate 

General and carried. 

 The following amendment was proposed by Mr SINGLETON: That an increase of £15 be made to the 

Salary of the Postmaster at Fremantle which was seconded by Mr Leake and carried. 

 The HONBLE THE SURVEYOR GENERAL proposed an Amendment: That the sum appropriated to 

the service of the Survey Department be raised from £675 to £825 in order that he might be 

enabled to employ both Assistant Surveyors in the field,  the sum appropriated being sufficient 

only for the employment of one of them.  When after some deliberation the Council considered 

that by employing military chainers in place of civil chainers and reducing the amount of 

forage money to 1/- per diem throughout the year, such a saving would be effected as would 

enable the Surveyor General to employ both Assistant Surveyors in the field; and the vote was 

therefore left at the original amount of £675. 

 Mr LEAKE proposed an amendment: That a sum of £250 should be applied for the purpose of 

conveying the Mail to and from Singapore which was seconded by Mr Mackie and carried, on 
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the understanding that the resolution was to be acted upon or not at the discretion of the 

Executive. 

 The Ordinance for the Appropriation of the Revenue was then ordered to be read a third time on 

Thursday next the 7 May. 

The Council adjourned to Thursday the 7 May at 12 o’clock. 

____________________ 
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The Legislative Council having met pursuant to adjournment His Excellency The Governor took the Chair. 

Present 

The Honble The Commandant 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

G. Leake Esquire 

W.H. Mackie Esquire 

T.N. Yule Esquire 

F.C. Singleton Esquire 

Prayers 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed.  

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The GOVERNOR laid on the table a Return of the sale of Crown Lands, Country and Suburban for 

cash, shewing a sale of 50 acres of Country lands for £1 per acre in 1845 and of 18¾ acres 

suburban allotments during the whole period for £128.15/- 

2. The GOVERNOR laid upon the table a Memorial from Henry Laroche Cole licensed Victualler; 

praying for a revision of the law to regulate the licensing of Public Houses, on account of the 

alleged abuse of it in certain points, namely the nonresidence of parties on the premises for 

which the license is granted, and of the evasion of the law by persons licensed to sell wines, 

spirits etc by the Gallon, in retailing by the Bottle; and the Petition was read and received and 

ordered to be laid on the table.  

 Mr W.H. MACKIE Esq remarked that there was no necessity to alter the law in order remedy the 

abuses complained of, as in respect of the first ground, the nonresidence of Parties on the 

premises, — the Magistrates could refuse a license at the next general licensing meeting, if the 

case in their opinion came within the 22 Sectn and with regard to the other ground of 

complaint, that of Merchants selling by the Bottle, there was no other remedy than to enforce 

the law through means of informations. 

449 



[1846] 

 HIS EXCELLENCY and the Council concurred in this opinion. 

3. The Order of the day having been read for Mr Singleton to move the resolutions of which he had given 

notice, relative to the land question. 

 Mr SINGLETON rose and informed the Council that he had received intimation that the York 

Agricultural Society intended to memorialize His Excellency and the Council on the Subject of 

the Squatting Act, and that he should therefore beg permission to postpone bringing forward 

his resolutions until the 4 of June next; which was agreed to. 

4. The Ordinance for the appropriation of the Revenue was read the third time & passed, and with the 

consent of the Council will be acted upon during the present year 1846/47. 

The Council adjourned to Thursday the 4 June next. 

____________________ 
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Minutes of the Proceedings 

OF THE  

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

                               
 

2 JULY 1846 

The Legislative Council having met pursuant to adjournment His Excellency The Governor took the chair. 

Present 

The Honble The Commandant 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

G. Leake Esquire 

W.H. Mackie Esquire 

F.C. Singleton Esquire 

Prayers 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. Mr SINGLETON stated to the Council that the Memorial of the York Agricultural Society on the 

subject of the Squatting Act to which he had alluded at the last Meeting, was not yet ready for 

presentation. 

2. The Order of the day having been read for Mr Singleton to bring forward the resolutions of which he 

had given notice relative to the land question 

 Mr SINGLETON rose and proposed the first Resolution 

“That the experience of another year has fully confirmed the Council in its often expressed 

opinion of the injurious effect which the high minimum price for Crown lands has had upon 

the Colony;” 

 Which was seconded by Mr Leake & carried, Moore only voting in the negative. 

 Mr SINGLETON moved the Second Resolution 

 “That the present system of licensing the temporary occupation of Crown Lands without 

granting the right of preferable renewal or preemption is calculated to prevent persons from 

entering upon such occupations, and it is strongly recommended to the Home Government that 

a modification of the system should be granted to that effect” 

 Which was seconded by Mr Leake. 
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 The GOVERNOR before putting the question stated that if his reasons for not expressing any opinion 

on this subject on a former occasion were weighty, they were much more so now since a 

change had taken place in the Ministry, and which he trusted would have a beneficial effect 

upon this & other Colonies. 

 Mr LEAKE called the attention of the Governor to the advantage of allowing small purchasers proper 

facilities for purchasing Country sections, as it gave them an interest in the Colony and 

prevented their removal to the neighbouring Colonies. 

 The GOVERNOR in reply stated that he would give every facility consistent with the Land Sales Act. 

Adjourned 

____________________ 
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